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Responding to the demands of students and the

local market, Wentworth began offering an
introductory course in video game development this semester. It
plans to expand into a concentration of about five courses in such areas as 3-D game
development, game engine design, virtual reality and immersive environments, said Leon
Deligiannidis, an associate professor in computer science at Wentworth, who is spearheading
the new program. He hopes it will be ready by 2009.

Northeastern also is developing a new game design and development major, which could be
unveiled by the fall of 2008 or 2009.

Meanwhile, a first wave of students is going through BU's Metropolitan College four-course
graduate certificate in multimedia and video game engineering, which started this semester.
The first class, said Eric Braude, a computer science professor and the co-architect of the
program, is in computer graphics.

The industry is lucrative -- sales hit $18.9 billion in 2007, according to the Entertainment
Software Association.

"People are just buying these games left and right," Deligiannidis said. And many of the best-
selling games, such as Guitar Hero and Lord of the Rings Online, are being produced in the
region by companies like Cambridge-based Harmonix Music Systems, which is owned by
MTYV Networks, and Westwood-based Turbine Inc.

"We're heavy players so that means a lot of open positions," said Craig Alexander, vice
president of development at Turbine, which has about 250 employees.

In the past, companies would recruit from technical and art schools, Alexander said. But as
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